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Go from hence to Madame de Chastellux. The Vicomte de Se*gur gives me a book he has written, and desires that I will give him my candid opinion of it. It is a supposed correspondence between Nifion de 1'Enclos and her lover, the Marquis de Villarceaux. The Duchess receives a note from the Due de Biron that the Due d'Orle"ans embarked yesterday at nine in the morning with a fair wind for England. It is said that three persons are to be hanged to-morrow, by due course of law, for putting the baker to death. They are wrong to defer the execution."
"At the club to-day [Oct. 22d] I enter into some discussions with a member of the fitats-Gen^raux or Assemblee Nationale, who shows his own imbecility.    At leaving the room the company almost commit the indecency, so common in the Assemble, of clapping the speaker they approve.    One of them follows me out to mention that it is in vain to   show light to the blind.    N'importe.    Go to Madame  de   Flahaut's.    She  has  with   her the  Due de Biron, who soon leaves her.    She tells me an anecdote of Lafayette, not much to his honor; he had said in his little society of Madame de Simiane, in speaking of the  Due d'Orle'ans, ' Ses lettres de creance sont des lettres de grace/ The Due de Biron who knows all the steps taken with the Due d'0iie*ans (his friend), wrote to Lafayette on this subject, and has received an answer in which he tells him, * Je n'ai pas pu me servir d'une telle expression puisqu'il n'y a aucun indice contre  le due d'Orleans.'    She says she has seen the letter.    Undoubtedly the Due de Biron will make it tolerably public.    I leave when the Marquis de Montesquieu comes in, and visit Madame de  Chas-tellux.    The Duchess arrives late, having been to visit the Queen.    Madame de Chastellux tells me the position of affairs in this family.    We discuss  the line  of conduct which the Princess ought to pursue, and as she is in theur own astonishment 6. The retreat of the Duke of Orleans is attributed to you, and if you go into the Council immediately after what is called by some his flight, and by others his banishment, the two events will be coupled in a manner particularly disadvantageous and disagreeable. 7. If you go into the ministry with Mirabeau, or about the same time, every honest Frenchman will ask himself the cause of what he will call a very strange coalition. There are in the world men who are to be employed, not trusted. Virtue must ever be sullied by an alliance with vice, and liberty will blush at her introduction if led by a hand polluted. Lastly, I am earnestly, most earnestly, requested by those who love you well to add one caution as to your friends: Trust those who had that honor before the I2th of July. New friends are zealous, they are ardent, they are attentive, but they are seldom true.
